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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR ABLD LY 

SUBJECT: DEMAND FOR MISSIONS' PROPERTIES 

SUMMARY: THE LATEST PIECE OF XENOPHOBIA FROM THE 
POPULAR REVOLUTION IS A DEMAND BY LOCAL POPULAR COMMITTEES, 
NO DOUBT INSPIRED BY ELEMENTS IN THE LARG, TO SUMMARILY 
EVICT AT LEAST FOUR DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS HERE FROM THEIR 
PROPERTY HOLDINGS, WHETHER OWNED OR LEASED, THAT OVER- 
LOOK TRIPOLI HARBOR. MISSIONS EXPLICITLY AFFECTED 
ARE THE BRITISH, ITALIAN, TURKISH, AND U.S. END SUMMARY. 

1. FOLLOWING OFFICIAL NEWS AGENCY STORY OF JULY 15 
PROVIDES ONLY DETAILS WE HAVE AT THIS POINT: QUOTE 
TRIPOLI, JULY 15TH, ARNA: THE PEOPLE S COMMITTEES FOR 
THE QUARTERS OF MIZRAN, UQBA IBN NAFEI, ABU EL KHEIR 
AND ARADA HAVE ISSUED ALMOST IDENTICAL DECISIONS 
CALLING FOR THE REMOVAL OF PREMISES OF FOREIGN 
EMBASSIES AND RESIDENCES OF FOREIGN DIPLOMATS FROM AL FATEH 
STREET, IT WAS REPORTED HERE TODAY. 
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2. IN PREAMBLES TO THEIR DECISIONS, THE PEOPLE S 
COMMITTEES HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF SAFEGUARDING 
THE HOMELAND’S INTERESTS AND REVOLUTIONARY GAINS AND 
ASSERTED THE NECESSITY OF SECURITNG SECRECY OF WORK BY 
KEEPING EMBASSY PREMISES AWAY FROM VITAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
AT TRIPOLI SEAPORT AND AL FATAH STREET. 

" THE EMBASSY PREMISES MENTIONED IN THE DECISIONS 
WERE: 



A. ITALIAN EMBASSY AND RESIDENCE OF THE AMBASSADOR. 

2. BRITISH EMBASSY AND RESIDENCE OF THE AMBASSADOR. 

3. TURKISH EMBASSY AND RESIDENCE OF THE AMBASSADOR. 

4. RESIDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES' AMBASSADOR. 

5. ANY EMBASSY OR DIPLOMATIC RESIDENCE AT AL FATEH 
STREET OR NEAR TO IT. 

" THE PEOPLE'S COMMITTEES GAVE NOTICES OF ONE TO TWO 
MONTHS FOR THESE EMBASSIES TO MOVE, AND ASKED THE 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, THE MUNICIPALITY AND THE 
MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND PUBLIC PREMISES TO PROVIDE 
NEW PREMISES FOR THE EMBASSIES AND DIPLOMATS CONCERNED. 

"SOME PEOPLE’S COMMITTEES CALLED FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A SEPARATE QUARTER FOR FOREIGN 
EMBASSIES AND THEIR DIPLOMATS. END QUOTE. 

2. WHAT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN OVERLOOKED, TEMPORARILY, 

IS THAT USG OWNS NOT ONLY THE RESIDENCE ON AL-FATAH 
STREET BUT A CHOICE PLOT OF LAND ADJACENT TO ITALIAN 
CHANCERY, I.E. OUR "LUNGOMARE SITE", WHICH WAS 
ACQUIRED TO BUILD A CHANCERY. 

3. ASSUME THAT IN TIME WE WILL HEAR FROM MFA ABOUT THIS 
DEMAND AND THAT THE MINISTRY WILL PLAY ITS USUAL HELPLESS 
ROLE IN PROTECTING RIGHTS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS HERE. MY 
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OWN INSTINCTS ARE TO STAND PAT ON OUR PROPERTY RIGHTS, 

THE VIENNA CONVENTION, ETC, AND NOT TO COOPERATE IN LOOKING 
FOR ALTERNATE SITES AS ADUMBRATED ABOVE. THIS MAY GIVE 
PAUSE TO THE DRIVE TO OUST THE MISSIONS AS IN THE LAST 
ANALYSIS LARG WOULD THEN HAVE TO USE FORCE TO TAKE OVER THE 
PROPERTIES, SOMETHING THEY MAY BE LOATHE TO DO (AS IN CASE 
OF MY HOUSE, WHICH IS MERELY RENTED). 
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4. WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH OTHER MISSIONS AFFECTED AND 
REPORT THEIR COLLECTIVE WISDOM ON THIS COMMON PROBLEM, 

MORE ACUTE IN THEIR CASES AS THEIR PROPERTIES IN QUESTION 
ARE OCCUPIED. BRITISH IN PARTICULAR HAVE BEEN PARRYING 
MFA AND MUNICIPAL DEMANDS FOR THEIR CHANCERY FOR ABOUT 
THREE YEARS NOW. NEW ELEMENT IS THAT DEMAND COMES FROM 
POPULAR COMMITTEES, WHICH ARE "SOVEREIGN" ACCORDING 
TO QADHAFI'S THEORIES. 

JOSIF 
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